Welcome to Talk da Talk’s English Club!
Wi\ Talk da Talk SEiE{E RS

Welcome to Talk da Talk’s English Club

Congratulations! By choosing to improve your English with
us, you will see great strides of progress in your speaking
skills, listening comprehension, self-confidence and enjoy
life more. Talk da Talk provides you with a comfortable yet
dynamic English speaking environment in which you can
strive toward communicating in English fluently.
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David’s Journal
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Talkin’ about... Foot Massage

Hey there! Welcome to my new column for Talk da Talk’s Club
News where | get to teach you a little English and a little about
my life here in China.

If you've lived here for as long as | have, you know that this can
be a stressful place to live. And if you know me, I'm always
lookin’ for ways to relieve stress after a day on the TV Set. One
way | like to relax is to get a foot massage. Just look down any
street in China and you’re bound to find a Chinese massage -
shop, and I'd have to say the best masseuses in the world work in them. These guys
know about your chi energy, your pressure points, and they can tell what’'s wrong with
your body just by feeling the knots in your muscles. And to top it off, most of them are
blind.

Recently, my friend Jon from Boston came to out to study Chinese. Since it was his
first time here, | wanted to take him out to get a foot massage. You know, like, give him
the real Chinese experience, so | took him to my favorite blind masseuse.

Jon had never had a foot massage before, so he kept on asking me all these questions:
“‘Does it hurt?” “What happens if it tickles?” “What if | get excited when the blind guy
starts to feel up my feet?”

To calm him down | started telling him about the benefits of foot massage--like, how
with foot massage, or reflexology, each spot on your foot is linked to a corresponding
area on your body. If you feel a sharp, stinging pain on a specific part of your foot,
it means that there’s something wrong with the corresponding part of your body. By
getting a foot massage, it helps to fix those “bad parts”.



By the time I'd finished with Foot Massage 101, he was feeling better, and we reached
the massage shop.

We walked inside, | introduced Jon to the owner, and | asked them to give Jon the
best masseuse they had. Then, we were shown to our own private room where they
sat us down in these huge lazy-boy armchairs, gave us a remote control for the TV,
and some warm tea. Man, was it comfy!

Then, they brought in buckets of hot herbal water. | told Jon it was to soften your feet
before the massage, and we both dipped our feet in. Ooo, feels good! Finally, we
were both pretty relaxed!

After a while, two blind masseuses came into the room. They sat down in front of us
and grabbed our feet. Jon looked nervously at me, and | told him everything was OK
and to just relax. They started kneading, pressing, pushing and pulling our feet. Their
hands moved like they were playing instruments. | looked over at Jon and he was
lookin’ like he was in pain. Then all of a sudden | screamed out, “OWWW!”

My masseuse then asked me, “Mr. Wu, you haven’t been getting good sleep, have
you?” | answered, “Yeah, I'm in the middle of filming, so I'm pretty exhausted. Can
you fix me up?” Next he started working on the “poor sleep” part of my foot. It hurt, but
| knew it was good for me.

Jon was pretty amazed, and he was eager to hear words of wisdom from his masseuse
as well. Trying his best with his new language skills, he asked, “¥x i} EEEi#H$H?”

His masseuse replied with a grin, “fREg= 3"

Vocabulary &if]

stressful BEHH 101 = ESLER)
relieve BEE lazy-boy armchair 5
knots S dipped Ji\BEix
tickles FE kneading RE
stinging FlEHY exhausted E=H



i) Crew of the Month
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Crew of the Month: Guy #Ti#3&

Hi everyone, my name is Guy Klages, and I've taught English
for over 10 years. When people ask me where I'm from, |
like to tell them “I am from my mother”, but really, I'm from
California.

After graduating in Computer Science & Economics, | worked
as a software engineer for a few years, while teaching English
part-time. | found that | enjoyed teaching students English
and helping them understand this “universal” language
more than writing computer code in “machine” language, so
| started teaching full-time.

Having an interest in learning many languages myself, | have lived all over Asia (Tokyo,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Bangkok, Ho Chi Minh City, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and Seoul) and
studied some of each language. Since | also taught English to students in those countries,
| have heard the common English mistakes and learned fun, easy-to-remember ways of
teaching. And | look forward to opening your world with English and self-confidence!
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April - Fashion

What is Fashion? {R2iR{THIEREFNG?

mA# - w17

What is Fashion?

Are you a “slave to fashion” or do you buy
clothes that you like regardless of brand name?
Oscar Wilde said, “Fashion is a form of ugliness
so intolerable that we have to change it every

Vocabulary
slave to fashion (noun phrase)
regardless (adverb)
brand (noun)
intolerable (ad;.)

outfit (noun)
wardrobe (noun)
accessory (noun)

drool over (verbal phrase)

Questions

1. What percent of your wardrobe are brand names?
2. How much do you spend on clothes per month?
3. What is your favorite outfit? (explain in detail)
Accessory? (purse, sunglasses, necklace, etc)

4 B 48 28— 19:00 - 21:00 11005401
4 A6 H 28= 1900 -21:00 11004402
4 A9 H 2875 19:00 - 21:00 11005403
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Gynmastic Words 17)l|% &3]

Week 2 & April 11th, 13th, 16th

Gymnastic Words

English is a flexible language; you can alter and
adjust words to fit different roles. Sometimes by
adding a different prefix or suffix, you can change
the form of the word in a sentence. Let’s practice
with the following:

Vocabulary

flexible (adjective) role (noun)
alter  (verb) fashion (noun)
adjust (verb) beauty (noun)
prefix  (noun) admire (verb)
suffix  (noun) comfort (noun)
Sentences

Example:

a) Lily likes to wear fashionable clothes to work.

Beauty

a) Being around ____ people is not easy.

b) They wantto ___ the area with more parks.
Admire

a) The lovely girl is surrounded by many
b) I'm full of ___ for her.

Comfort

a) Hearing it was on sale was ____

b) It was too small and ____

1 H 28— 19:00 - 21:00 11005501
3 H 2HI= 19:00 - 21:00 11005502
6 B 28375 19:00 - 21:00 11005503

bR D

A
A
A

_ A

Il £k 28 1)

RER—MRREIES. RATURERRE
MRABENE. BFERE. FRHRATLETM
Bl E R Rk EBIRE R FHRAEA.
ISR S THIE LA S i7

43

RiEH (EEIR) At (&)
BZE  (ZhiE) AT (&)
WE  (3hE) E, EIFMEA (&R)
R (&) 8 (7hd)
B& (&) ZR (&id)
aF

151):

a) LilyERFiRITHIRARE LI
b) FranIA A B 2 BT, PR EMERIT
]
Bt ¥ T beauty, admireFlcomfort3E5EmM
Beauty
a)E___MARABRENARES.
b) M8 SigE— AR _ IR,
Admire
a) E=XZMAREREM
b) FIAEEH .
Comfort
a) iR AR EERSER
b) ZREAK/N, —EHA__



Fads! Easy Come, Easy Go il|Z 217

Week 3 £ =[F April 18th, 20th, 23rd

Fads! Easy Come, Easy Go?

Another aspect of fashion is the fad: something
that is amazingly famous for a brief time and
then suddenly dies a quick death. Let’s talk and
reminisce about the fads we’ve seen, how we felt
about them and what makes a fad live.

Vocabulary

fad (noun)
amazingly (adverb) Pokemon (proper noun)
reminisce (verb)  Skater pants (proper noun)
Hello Kitty merchandise (proper noun)

Robotic dogs (proper noun)

Stick-on Tattoos (proper noun)
Electronic Eggs (proper noun)

High Platform Shoes (proper noun)

pop (adjective)

Questions

1. What other fads do you remember?

2. Why were some fads so popular and die out?
3. Do you think English learning is a fad? Why ?

4 A 18 H 28— 19:00 - 21:00 11005601
4 420 H 2ZH= 19:00 - 21:00 11005602
4 A 23 H 28375 19:00 - 21:00 11005603
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Week 4 FE[U[E April 25th, 27th, 30th

What is Beauty?

Many have pondered over “What is Beauty?”
Scientists say it's in symmetry. Poets say it “is in
the light of the heart.” Pragmatists say it's anything
that makes us go “Wow!” Fashion magazines say
it's about make-up and hairstyles.

Vocabulary

ponder (verb)
symmetry (noun)
pragmatist (noun)

Questions

1. Of these ideas, which is closest to yours?
2. Are you beautiful? If yes, why? If no, what
would you need to become more beautiful?
3. What’s the difference between cute and
beautiful? Which would you rather be?

4 A 25 H 25— 19:00 - 21:00 11005701
4 A 27 H 8= 19:00 - 21:00 11005702
4 A 30 H 28475 19:00 - 21:00 11005703
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Telephone English

May - Money

TAM - &%

Money Idioms & /8iE
Money Idioms

Let’s take a look at some easy and useful idioms.

Vocabulary

in the red (adj. phr.)
in the black (adj. phr.)
cost an arm and a leg (adj. phr.)
for a song (adj. phr.)
bounce a check (v. phr.)
rubber check (n. phr.)

money doesn’t grow on trees (sent.)

Sentences

After | get my salary, | will be again.

| have been living and need to borrow.
If 1 again, the bank will close my
account.

Since she didn’t know she spent all her money,
she was writing all day.

That new car will if you buy now.

Turn off unused lights since .

You're lucky you got that used car !

Questions

1. Have you ever been in the red?

2. Who do you usually borrow from?

3. Did you ever buy something for a song?
4. What would cost you an arm and a leg?

5 A2 H £8— 19:00 - 21:00 11004401
5 A48 £8= 19:00 - 21:00 11004402
5 A7 B 28375 19:00 - 21:00 11004403
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What would you do?

Week 2 £ _JF May 9th, 11th, 14th

What would you do?

You imagine things that might happen in the
future and will do something about it if they come
true, but they are unlikely to happen. Then
you will say: If I..., | would...

Ex: If | had money, | would buy it. (If | + past)

Vocabulary

ghost (noun) movie star (n. phr.)
U.F.O. (noun phrase) move (v.)
angel (noun) lottery (n.)
Sentences

1. see a ghost -> run away.
2. see a UFO -> not tell anyone.

Questions
Now finish the sentences on your own
1. If I lived to be 99 years old,
2. If | went to the moon,

3. If I won the lottery,

11004901

5 A9 H 28— 19:00 - 21:00
5 811 B 2H= 19:00 - 21:00 11004902
5 A 14 H 24375 19:00 - 21:00 11004903
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Week 3 5= May 16th, 18th, 21th

Fair or Unfair

Bartering is the act of trading a good or service
for another good or service instead of money. For
example, a person trading some of his baseball
cards for another person’s DVDs. Now, bartering
is becoming popular again on the internet.

Vocabulary

trade (verb) internet (noun)
barter (verb) good (noun)
popular (phrase) service (noun)

Questions

1. In your own words, can you explain barter?
2. Why did people barter in olden times?

3. What have you ever bartered for?

5 A 16 H 28— 19:00 - 21:00 11005101
5 B 18 H 2HI= 19:00 - 21:00 11005102
5 A 21 H 2475 19:00 - 21:00 11005103
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Spending Money £

Week 4 ZF[P0F May 23rd, 25th, 28th, 30th
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Spending Money

Let's have a look at a few words and phrases
associated with money. Try to make sentences
with at least 6 of the words. See how many of
these words you can use in only 1 sentence!

Vocabulary
expenditure (noun)
sensible (adjective)

live above (one’s) means (verbal phrase)
live within (one’s) means (verbal phrase)

extravagant (adjective)
save for a rainy day (verbal phrase)
splurge (verb)
economize (verb)

prudent (adjective)

disposable income (noun phrase)

Sentences

After losing his job, he had to and eat
out less.

He’s in debt since he likes to and not

save anything.

| have more due to my new job.
If you were a more person, you'd be
rich by now.

Instead of spending your bonus now, let's
and put it in the bank.

It's smart to keep track of all your during
the month.
She could afford it faster since she and

spends carefully.
She likes to buy
expensive mall.

She likes to buy clothes.
The cheaper one would be a more

when shopping at that

Questions

1. How do you spend your paychecks? Do you
splurge on extravagant items or economize on
your expeditures?

2. Are you saving for anything? For what?

3. What ways do people get into trouble spending
money? What advice would you give?

5 A 23 H 28— 19:00 - 21:00 11005201
5 A 25 H 8= 19:00 - 21:00 11005202
5 B 28 H EHi75 19:00 - 21:00 11005203
5 A 30 H 28— 19:00 - 21:00 11004404
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How to register for Talk da Talk Activities
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Crazy Bowling
IILRETEK

We've all bowled a few games and maybe even
studied some techniques to bowl better, but no
class could have prepared you for these fun
variations of this timeless sport! Whether you’re
a master bowler or beginner, you’ll love the “new
spin” this activity puts on bowling.

HMNEZKM/LE, BFI 7T —LAREKERE
15, AR MREIREB AP, EATHEMN
FRBEREFFEE, TIEERFRICIKIERITT
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AR E A L |

4 B1H EHH 19:00 - 21:00 12005801
5 A6 HEZHH 19:00 - 21:00 12005802
SR 4518 SRAEH: 0R : d
E4Hs: FETRELE3518221F . v
TEL: (021) 5237-7105 . :
SENE: 127,71 '©

ki & 2 % PIAEL Smad

Self-defense

51

Ever worry about your safety while walking alone
at night? Wonder if you really could defend
yourself if ever attacked? Join us as our amateur
Boxer & Jujitsu competitor, Niko, teaches basic
moves that can save your life.

SR B 1T ERRR RIE 0T B R £
A2 R N B2 fe fREEGR 1P B CAB? AN
HMNWB D EFiE#ERMNBW RS2 EH/FiEE
FNicokHR—LEERNE DERIE,

58 20 H 287F 19:00 - 21:00 12000501

SE: 25890 S RBEM: 508
ot LTRSS 1S21E
TEL: (021) 5237-7105

BENGE: 127,71

Mk & 2 S PIIAEL
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Chinglish
> _'+ A Y

P KiE

How do you say “Jia You” in English? When you
order a steak do you say “Wu Fen Shou”? There
are many commonly used terms in Chinese if
directly translated to English, makes no sense.
Come join this activity to learn some Chinglish
phrases and how to properly say them in Chinese
and in English. After this activity, you will be able

to properly tell the waiter how you want your steak
cooked in China as well as in America!

RARIBEEAR “MiR” B? EoFHRRESR ©h
SE B2 MREHNEN—LEERARBEFENR
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EREIEL? BHEEMNBEHMPRELREAR
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HiEsE, TLRAETEEEEXEMEERDE
IR EEERNFHILART.

48 8 HEH8H 19:00 - 21:00
5 A 13 H 2% 1900 - 21:00

12006001
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%%/A\E 127, 71
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Thai Cuisine

Tom Yam Goon, Pad Thai, Thai Curry. Have you
heard of these dishes before? Have you ever
tried them? These are all delicious dishes from
Thailand. At this activity you will not only taste
these delicious dishes and more, you will also
learn how to order the next time you are in a Thai
restaurant.

Tom Yam Goon, Pad Thai, Thai Curry. &I BB
IridiXeEEL? EELEMETXLERER?
XEFERESREEKRE | RESMBEMEDE
HIE | EER AT @B XL ER, ESFE
PSR STl

4 A 24 H 2HH 19:00 - 21:00
5 A8 H £8H 19:00 - 21:00

12006701
12006702

EJJﬁ'ﬁT 60fA% SGEAARM: 120RR

At LiEmEILE3515221E
TEL: (021) 5237-7105 =
BENE: 127,71  \o
Higkih: 52 S& PULAEK

Billiards
2k

9 ball, corner pocket! These are just some of
the terms you will learn at this activity. Not only
will you learn all of the English related to this fun
sport, you will actually get a chance to pick up a
pool cue and practice your billiards skills as well.
Come join us!
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Blind Date
EXREHEIAS

Where do you usually go and what do you
usually do when you go on a date? Is a BLIND
DATE any different? What is a BLIND DATE and
what would you do differently on a BLIND DATE?
Dress differently? Talk differently? Act differently?
Come to the activity and learn all about BLIND
DATES and talk about what you would do if on a
BLIND DATE.
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Indian Food
EPRESE

We all know India’s famous Curry dishes and Nan
bread, but there’s so much more than just those.
Come taste the flavorful differences between
Northern Indian and Southern Indian dishes as
well as how to order them like a pro!
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Astrology: Sun Signs
RICANR: KA S

The ZODIAC is made up of 12 different Sun
Signs. Each sign has a different characteristic
and your birthday determines what sign you are.
Come to this activity to learn more about your
own Sun Sign as well as those of your family and

friends.
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Homonyms
[5] & 1]

Homonyms are different words that sound the
same but have completely different meanings.
The Chinese language has different words that
sound the same as well, and if used incorrectly
can sometimes turn into a joke! Come learn some
commonly heard homonyms and learn how they
are used. Don’t forget to comb your HAIR before

you come, not your HARE!
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Skin Advice
il N

What are the secrets of maintaining a beautiful
complexion and smooth skin? Look at all the
beauty products out on the market these days.
Do you know what each of them do? Come to
this activity to learn about different skin products
and also learn some secrets of beautiful skin.
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English Carnival

e Topic of the Day — a guided conversation
and open discussion of material related to the
monthly theme, formatted like a mini-adventure

e Media English — after watching a Talk da Talk
TV episode related to the monthly theme, the
group would review the vocabulary/slang used
and discuss/practice other situations that
would use

* KTV English — after listening to a song related
to the monthly theme, the group would go
line-by-line through the song, learning the
vocabulary/slang used; then sing it; then
discuss the song in smaller groups
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English Carnival

EERFE

TR RE R

April : Fashion

RN /e

AR : AT

In this month’s “Fashion” English Carnival, we
will be talking about fun activities that deal with
how and why we dress the way we do, as well as
how you like to look in various situations. We'll
explore such things as Fashion No-No’s, Beauty
Tips, Fads and many more, so what are you
waiting for? Put on your best clothes and show
everyone your fashion savvy!-
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Welcome to this month’'s “Money” English
Carnival! We will be talking a lot about exciting
activities that make and spend money, as well as
your preferences on your daily expenses. We’'ll
explore such things as Garage Sales, spending
habits, ways to save money and many more, so
come on over and let us fill you with ideas to fill
your wallet!
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Music Party

== A
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MAB =zme Mardi Gras
IENRT

Many have heard of the wild fun that goes on during the famous Mardi Gras cel-
ebrations, but do you know the history behind all the colorful carnivals and cos-
tumes? Come join us at this merry event, complete with dancing, drinks, games

and surprises!
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Weekend Adventure

R Bk A 2

Casino Night
MEIAIE R

A mx@sEs

Everyone wants to have that winning poker or blackjack hand and yell “I won!” But do you
know all the rules and tricks to tilt the odds in your favor? Come join Talk da Talk’s fun
evening of game playing to learn all the do’s and don’ts as well as various strategies that

will enhance your skills and control the next table you play at!
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Movie Club
BB RED

Ever not understand a part of a movie? Ever wanted to ask about some aspect of a movie? In
our Movie Club, we discuss a very funny and interesting film related to the month’s topic, as well
as do English activities around the movie’s themes. So whether you've already seen the movie
or will watch it after the club meets, you'll gain a lot more insight into it and enjoy the movie even

more the next time you watch it!
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April B#H  BASFBEA

The Incredibles

In this incredibly funny movie, a family of
undercover superheroes, while trying to live
the quiet suburban life, are forced into action
to save the world.

If you like discussing fashion, then you'll en-
joy the various topics, activities and games
we’ll do relating to this incredibly fashionable
movie!
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The lItalian Job

In this action-packed thriller, six thieves plan
to pull off the heist of their lives by creating
the biggest traffic jam Los Angeles has ever
had--plus other surprises to the city.

Join us for exciting discussions and games
about theft, ways of spending huge amounts
of money and driving mini-cars!
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Coffee Time

Coffee Time

Too busy to practice English in the evenings and
only have time at lunch? Then Talk da Talk’s
Coffee Time was created just for you! Offered
everyday Monday-Saturday, our Coffee Times
are informal gatherings during lunchtime that
discuss recent news or anything else on your
mind.

Have an afternoon presentation to give in
English and want to warm-up? Heard something
interesting or strange and wantawestern opinion?
Whatever your reason, just bring your food and
eat lunch with us with your fellow members!
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Paper Correction

B2

I

Paper Correction

Want to change jobs but not sure if your resume
is its best? Writing a paper for class or a report
for work that needs to be perfect? Whatever the
reason, one of our many professionally trained
English graduates can edit your paper, regardless
of topic or field.

The Talk da Talk English graduates can not
translate nor write sections for you, but they are
very adept at reading “Chinglish” and re-writing
non-fluent English into grammatically correct
English that has the tone and style you want.

Simply email or fax your paper (400 words
maximum, 1 Point per 4 additional words) to our
office, and the corrected version will be emailed
or faxed back, depending on how you specify .
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International Trips

International Trips

In Talk da Talk’s International Trips, we teach
more than English; we instill independence and
self-reliance as we travel to faraway foreign cit-
ies, as well as provide you with semi-self-serviced
travel packages. We give you the total freedom
that you can’t get from other travel agencies.

What is “semi-self-serviced”? In the overseas
trip, we don’t have a local guide to lead us, but
we do have hospitable and knowledgeable staff,
crew and logistical people. They are responsible
for making all travel arrangements to fill your trip
with fresh experiences, new things, fun and re-
turn you safely. Currently, there are three Inter-
national Trips per year, but more will be added in
the future.
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International Trips
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Bangkok £%&

Known for its wild bars and well-lit “red light
districts”, Bangkok also has a rich history full

of beautiful and ornate temples. Between N .
the many sites we'll visit, you will taste the ~ E&EERITATEIEF “éIﬂ:TI‘Z” 1]

wonderful local cuisine—both spicy and & ER SR HEEA.
mild—and enjoy the nightlife’s surprises. EMHIFIE. Eﬁﬂ]ﬁm"}ﬁl—ﬁiw %
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